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Tearing Down and Building Up 
…a time to tear down and a time to build [up] …  Ecclesiastes 3:3 

 

�
The brothers and other workers that helped weaken the foundation of the house are on the left; this is just before the house was torn 

down. 
 
 

 
Picture showing the house right after it was ‘torn down.’ 

 
 Brothers and other workers cleaning up the debris. 
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Earlier this year, the Detroit Church of Christ had the opportunity to participate in events that, prayerfully, 
helped us understand the importance of “tearing down” and “building up.”  The first event was “Man Up,” 
our annual Men’s Day on May 31st. At this event, we worked with Motor City Blight Busters to tear down an 
abandoned house. This action will make it possible for a neighborhood park to be built in the area. It was 
time to “tear down” so something more beneficial could be created. 
 
The second event was the celebration of Phil and Pat Morr’s 50th Wedding Anniversary on June 7, 2008. 
Phil and Pat lead our sister church in Grand Rapids. Phil and Pat have been growing and “building” their 
friendship and marriage for over half a century! Many disciples from the Detroit Church of Christ along with 
our surrounding congregations, family and friends, were able to come and “build up” Phil and Pat. 
 
At this time in our history, we need to review what we need to tear down and what we need to build up. 
Below are list of three areas that we must tear down and build up in order for us to remain strong in our 
relationship with God and each other. Taking heed to these three areas will also help us be in a better 
position to reach the rest of Michigan with the gospel in our lifetime! 
  
1. We must tear down our criticalness and our confu sion and build up compassionate 
communication 
From the time we are born into this world until we take our last breath, we are continually communicating. 
As adults, when we interact with people, we are either communicating what God wants us to communicate 
or what Satan wants us to communicate. In many ways Satan works to confuse us, to try and have us 
destroy each other and to simply get inside our hearts and mess us up. Sometimes we are the source of 
confusion in the lives of others, and at other times people confuse us by the things they say or do. Satan is 
“equal opportunity” and can use either of these situations to wreak havoc. In our families, in our church 
and in our movement of churches, we need to make sure we tear down any criticalness and confusion that 
can easily take root. Instead of criticalness and confusion that tear us down, we need to be built up with 
compassionate communication. Compassionate communication is born of a good heart. In our 
relationships, we must listen to the heart of those with whom we interact so God can use our heartfelt 
understanding to help us bond our heart with others so He can get the victory. A compassionate 
communicator respects others because he or she respects God! A compassionate communicator never 
makes people feel they do not matter. The 19th century black, abolitionist Frederick Douglass once 
commented after meeting numerous politicians that Abraham Lincoln never made him feel inferior.  
Regardless of gender, age, race, upbringing or socio-economic background, a compassionate 
communicator listens to others and thinks of them before he thinks of himself (Philippians 2:19-21). For us 
to survive and do great things for God, we must learn to be compassionate communicators who God can 
use. We do not need to be critical and be involved in confusion. Compassionate communication also 
needs to be clear and it should not be afraid to call sin “sin.”  
 
This type of communication helps build the family that will help us make an impact in our respective cities 
and allows us to powerfully unite with other sister churches so we can impact the Great Lakes for Christ! If 
we have criticalness and confusion, Satan will use us to hamper God’s efforts to impact Michigan and the 
Great Lakes. Being a “Berean” (Acts 17:10-12) and checking what religious leaders teach will prevent us 
from falling into many of the traps that people fall into. 
 
When you look at your life, are you building up your God, your family, your Bible talk, and your church or 
are you tearing it down by being critical and by causing confusion or being confused? 
 
2. We must tear down our selfish patterns and build  up our spiritual priorities 
The second thing we need to tear down is our selfish-serving mindset. This is our nature, but we have 
been called to deny ourselves and be like Christ! In our nature, we are selfish; we think about ourselves 
and no one else. Along with eliminating selfishness, we must make sure that our priorities are Biblical and 
we are putting God first and not ourselves. In God’s church, we are not supposed to put our families first 
and the church second; this is counter to what the Bible teaches. In Mark 3:31-35, we see that Jesus has a 
perfect opportunity to show which he takes as a higher priority: his physical family or his spiritual family? 
Of course, Jesus chose his spiritual family; he says “whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and 
mother.” This passage clearly shows that Jesus chose his spiritual family (the church) over his physical 
family. We know that in time, Jesus ended up converting his mother (Acts 1:14); scholars also believe that 
at least three of Jesus’ brothers became disciples. Although every true disciple is called to put the 
Kingdom first, he is also called to make sure he takes care of his physical family. Our priorities should be 
1) God, 2) His Kingdom, 3) physical family, and 4) job/career. Our priorities are not supposed be 1) God, 
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2) physical family, 3) the Kingdom, 4) job. There are no scriptures where disciples are commanded or 
given the example where their physical family should take priority above their spiritual family. This was not 
the pattern of Jesus or the first century church. It should not be our pattern if we are to impact the world for 
Christ! In fact, even in Luke 9:59-62, Jesus gives further insight into our priorities by sharing how the 
Kingdom should take precedence over our physical family.  
 
When you look at your life, would you say that your time, money, energy and focus show that you are 
“kingdom-focused” or “self-focused?” What is the pattern of your life? Would you say you are seeking first 
the kingdom or are you seeking first your job or your family? If everyone in the church had your priorities, 
do you feel we would be able to reach the rest of Michigan with the gospel? Of course, we must have take 
care of our families and have strong families, but God and His Kingdom are our priority. We must follow 
the scriptures and have Biblical priorities in Detroit! 
 
3. We must tear down our complacency and build up o ur commitment 
Zephaniah 1:12 teaches that God will search for the complacent. In Amos 6:1-7 we learn that in Old 
Testament times, the first who would go into captivity would be the complacent! And, in Amos 6:6, the 
scriptures teach that God is not happy about those who do not care about “the ruin of Joseph” (the state of 
God’s church).  
 
In our day, some of us have become complacent and lukewarm. We have appreciated being in a church 
that follows God and have shouted “the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord!” (Jeremiah 7:1-8). We 
have gloried in the ways God has used us in the past; yet in the midst of all this, some have taken God 
and His kingdom for granted and have grown ever more complacent. God has humbled us and will 
continue to humble us until we tear down our complacency and begin to care about God and the “ruin of 
Joseph” again! In God’s church, we learn about people falling away and being “dragged off into captivity.” 
God can send us into captivity either as a group or he can do it to us individually. The antidote for being 
sent into captivity and for being complacent is “commitment.” We must be committed to loving God with all 
our heart, soul and mind (Matthew 22:34-40). We stay strong by making spiritual priorities on a daily basis. 
We stay strong by making sure we are focused on God and having great Bible study and impactful prayer 
times that move our hearts to love God, to change character, and to obey the scriptures.  
 
We remain strong when we are committed to being with the Body (Hebrews 10:24-25). Here, God is not 
just referring to Sunday service. God wants us to be with the Body when the Body of Jesus (the church) 
meets. We need to be committed to meeting with the Body for midweek service, for Bible talk and for our 
weekly discipling times. We recently heard about a man in the Toledo Church of Christ who worked every 
Sunday and was, therefore, not able to come to church. I commend the Toledo brothers for inspiring their 
friend to get his work schedule figured out before he was baptized. This man decided to use his vacation 
time so he could attend Sunday services on a more regular basis! Toledo has grown through baptism, 
restoration and disciples placing membership. The church has been able to retain its members by ensuring 
it has a high level of commitment for every member. The amazing thing is that the Toledo church now 
numbers around sixty disciples! We need to have this same commitment for all services, midweek and 
Sunday. If our job does not permit us to attend, we need to modify our schedules, get another job or make 
other appropriate changes in our lives! It really comes down to our level of faith. Do we really believe that 
God is going to let us go without food, drink or clothing? (Matthew 6:28-33, Luke 22:35 cf. Luke 10:1-4, 
Matthew 28:20b). Would you say you are a man or woman of faith? Does it show in your level of 
commitment? 
 
Additionally, along with our personal commitment, we need to call those around us to the commitment of 
Christ. Lavell Jackson and Dave Tolbert are two young brothers who have been called higher by older 
disciples. And, on August 17th, Lavell helped his friend, Dwight, get baptized into Christ. The older disciples 
in the church need to look out for more young disciples that they can help raise up in Christ and inspire to 
follow Jesus in a powerful way.  
  
Now is the time to tear down and remove from our hearts any criticalness, confusion, selfishness, and 
complacency and build up compassionate communication, our spiritual priorities, and our commitment so 
we can live out the plans God has for us and be pleasing to Him in every way!  
 
Now is the time to build up God’s kingdom and magnify God throughout Michigan and the world! 
 
To God be the Glory!        
Otoma Edje 
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Phil and Patt Morr celebrated 50 years of marriage on June 7th 2008! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                     Phil and Pat Morr on their wedding day on May 31, 1958            
 
 

 
Joe and  Chesca Ugorji placed membership from Texas 
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