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UPDATE ON PAPUA NEW GUINEA JAN-FEB 2007 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SCHOOL LIBRARY- I.T. PROGRAM, 2006 

 

 

Books distributed to 378 schools 

 

Books were sent to schools throughout two highlands 

provinces – Eastern Highlands and Enga, and also given to 

some schools in Western Province and Southern Highlands. 

We provide 500 books to each primary school and 1,000 

books to each high school. Schools receive a selection of 

fiction at varying reading ages, reference books, and non-

fiction covering a wide range of topics.  A library manual 

was developed and distributed, and workshops were held in 

the two highlands provinces, training teacher-librarians. 

  

NZAID – the New Zealand Government overseas aid 

agency – is the major donor for the Program, covering 

almost all costs in PNG, and shipping costs from Australia. 

 

Seven containers of books sent from Australia - 290,333 books! 

 

The Sydney schools Book Drive has now become a regular event for hundreds of Sydney schools. The 

Professional Centre of Australia and the NSW Department of Education and Training are full partners. 

Boxes (around 3,000!) are distributed by HOPE worldwide volunteers in October, and school 

librarians (and often students) sort the books into categories, box, count, label and tape the boxes. In-

kind support is received from various partners: boxes from Visy Board and All-Size Cartons, tape by 

Qualtape, the boxes are then collected by TNT Express and consolidated at Patrick’s by Vanguard 

Logistics, and then shipped to PNG by Swire Shipping Agencies. We thank our Sydney volunteers, 

and all these companies for their support. Books are also being collected by our volunteers in 

Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide. 

 

In the 2006 collection, 192 schools in the greater Sydney 

metropolitan area (from Bundeena to Hornsby, Bondi to 

Blaxland, Appin to Como West) – took part, donating a total of 

152,733 books – making an average of 795 each. Jannali East 

Public School in the Sutherland Shire donated the most books – 

3,600, and the students at Five Dock Public School brought in the 

most books from home – 2,000. Both schools will receive a 

carved wooden Sepik River story board. More books came from 

schools in Northern NSW, various book fairs in Sydney, HOPE 

worldwide volunteers, and others in the community – a further 

48,350 volumes. 82,250 School Magazines came from the NSW 

Department of Education and Training, and Scholastic Australia 

donated 7,000 new books.  

 

Mobile library with students at Iubuna Kouba 

Primary School near Port Moresby 

 

 

Packing books in Sydney 



Three computer classrooms established 

 

The three classrooms were at Boreboa Primary School in Port Moresby,  Kabian High School – on one 

of the Duke of York Islands in East New Britain, and Kundiawa Lutheran Day High School in Simbu 

Province in the highlands.  

 

This component of the program will undergo a major expansion in 2007, as we have acquired 120 

Linux-loaded computers from Auckland New Zealand. These computers were assembled by The Ark – 

a computer recycling organisation. We thank them and our HOPE worldwide volunteers in Auckland 

for their assistance. These computers are all loaded with Linux Ubuntu Lite, Open Office 2.0 and other 

free software. We anticipate the use of Linux will make provision of software for the program much 

easier, and less prone to virus attacks and other problems. The computers will be distributed to various 

schools – we already have long list of requests for assistance!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from 

establishment of 

computer classroom 

at St. Mary’s Primary 

School on Kiriwina 

Island, Trobriand 

Islands, Milne Bay 

Province in 2005. 


